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TO THE READER. 



RESUMING it would give an addi- 
tional interest to this little baUad, 
application has been made to An- 
drew Ducrow, Esq. for permission 
to take a sketch, from life, of his 
celebrated Hanoverian horse Bri- 
gand, which originally performed 
the principal character in the en- 
tertainment called "Thb Hioh- 

Mbttlbd Racbr j or, the Life, Death, and Restoration of the 

favorite Hunter." 




The restoration was added by particular desire, many per- 
sons regretting that so beautiful an animal should meet with 
so untimely an end. In the representation on the stage, 
therefore, recourse was had to enchantment, and from the 
apparently lifeless body (which sank down through a trap) 
arose another beautiful animal, richly caparisoned, and sur- 
rounded by Fairies. 
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THE HIGH-METTLED RACER. 
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I. 

See the course throng'd with gazers; the sports 
are begun, 

The confusion, but hear ! — I'll bet you, Sir, — 
done, done ! 

Ten thousand strange murmurs resound far 
and near ; 

Lords, hawkers, and jockeys, assail the tired 
ear: — 



■ 



^^ m II 



While with neck like a rainbow* erecting his 
crest, 

PaniperM, prancing, and pleas VI, his head 
touching his breast, 

♦Scarcely snuffing the air, lies so proud and 
elate. 

Tin* High-Mult) cd Racer first starts for the 
plate. 
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ill. 

Now Renard's turn'd out ; and o'er hedge and 
ditch rush, 

Hounds, horses, and huntsmen, all hard at 
his brush ; 

They run him at length, and they have him at 
bay, 

And by scent and by view, cheat a long te- 
dious way : — 






White, ulikc born for sports of the Held and 
the rourse, 

Always sure to come ihorongh T a staunch and 
Heet horse ; — 



When fairly run down, the fox yields up his 
breath, 

The High-Mettled Rater is in at the death. 



. ^ 



s^\ 










THE HIGH-METTLED RACER. 



17 



Grown aged, us'd up, and turn'd out of the 
stud, 

Lame, spavin'd, and wind-gall'd, but yet with 
some blood ; 

While knowing postilions his pedigree trace, 

Tell his dam won this sweepstakes, his sire 
gain'd that race ; — 
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Ami wlml Uiatcbes ho won vn\w osiletS count 
o'er, 

As they loiter i Uc ii fimr nt sonir licdtfe (lit*- 
huust* dwr ; 

Whilr the hwafiss sore gafe, ft^d tfa S P ,MS 
his sidesguad. 

The Hhrli-MtUk'il RacerVa hack Oil tho road. 
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VII, 

Till at last having laboured, drudg'd early 
and late, 

Bow*d down by degrees, he bends on to his 
fate; 

Blind j old, lean, and feeble, he tugs round a 
mill, 

Or draws sand, till the sand of bis hour-glass 
stands still* 
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UlC Uijh-MWkd Uaair k sold for the 
hounds*. 
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FOLLOWING INTERESTING 

Stactrotes of t&e Ulatt^orse, 

ARE EXTRACTED FROM 

CAPTAIN THOMAS BROWN'S 

1 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OF HORSES.' 



MR. QUIN'S WICKED HORSE. 
In the year 1753, Mr. Quin had a famous racer, who 
entered into the spirit of the course a3 much as his 
master. One day, finding his opponent gradually pass- 
ing him, he seized him by the legs, and both riders were 
obliged to dismount, in order to separate the infuriated 
animals, who- were engaged with each other in the most 
deadly conflict : they were got apart with much difficulty. 



FORRESTER. 
Forrester had won many a hardly contested race j at 
length over-weighed and over-matched, the rally had 
commenced. His adversary, who had been waiting 
behind, was quickly gaining upon him ; he reared, and 
eventually got abreast ; they continued so till within the 
distance. They were parallel ; but the strength of For- 
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f ii - I ■-' "•:- w«l| kni'wi] lytbr naitie of tbe Flying, 

r I'lr . u-iisMr* . Clnldtri. Il« was the property of I be 

IVikt t^t I ii-n i'n?larr, Slnti il3ow>%i H by sportsmen* to &6 

rln. rln.li vi hprse that ev« was. bred iu tbe wurld. JJe 

iijru.l n j ■ '• Uy Lit Xewio'uka against flie best liorses 

l>I bis t , ,i r i.i \\,is ntver beaten. Me won, in different 

l>ii."- H <•» rite amount of (warlt £20,000, and wa* after- 
WAftfc fL>i'i\t'iS ti>r breeding. Tbe sire of C'bibJers wus 
an, Anil Hi in, M^nt by a go at It! man a* a present to his bra- 
iber in England. Chihb.T- was somewhat more than 
riiio, n bunds hi belgjlt* He was foaltfd in 17 lo, and was 
rfn' property of Leonard CbildrES, Jjsij. of Cair Houst\ 
n.-,li l>inn-,i>lr; r and soUi ubtrti y^uij_ to (lit Duke of 
t >evon*hin * 

Mulders was sut bv tbe Datiev Arabian; Ins dam. 
In iiy 1,1'nLs, by QU3 Careless ; bis lira rul -dam own sis- 
tt'r to Li-i-ik's, by Leodos*s Arabian ; his jreat-L r rsind-dani 
by Sj>aiik( > ! 1 out of the Old Morocco urate, Spanker's own 
tUlliij The affinities in b laud of this ped%ree are very Hose. 

lL is *aid that Chiblers was first used us a buntei', 
w here be evinced bigb qualities, and wfis no Led tor being 
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very headstrong, as well as vicious. He had not, how- 
ever, any restiveness. It is supposed his racing career 
commenced at five or six, and he beat all competitors at 
whatever distance. He was never tried at running a 
single mile, but his speed must have been almost a mile 
in a minute. Carrying nine stone, two pounds, he ran 
over the round course at Newmarket, which is three 
miles six furlongs and ninety- three yards, in six minutes 
and forty seconds. He also ran over the Beacon course, 
which is four miles one furlong and one hundred and 
thirty eight yards, in seven minutes and thirty seconds ; 
covering at every bound a space of about twenty-five 
yards. On one occasion he made a spring or leap, with 
his rider on his back, on level ground, of twenty -five feet. 
Childers died in the Duke of Devonshire's stud in 
1741, aged twenty-six years. 



MARSK. 



Marsk, the brown horse, was foaled in 1750, and so 
named from the place where he was bred ; he was the pro- 
perty of John Hutton, Esq. of Marsk, Yorkshire, who 
afterwards sold him to the Duke of Cumberland ; he was 
got by Squirt, son of Bartlett's Childers, out of the Raby 
mare, which was from a daughter of Bay Bolton, and 
Hutton's Black Legs, Fox Cub, Coneyskins, Hutton's 
Gray Barb, a daughter of Hutton's Royal Colt, a daugh- 
ter of Byerley Turk, from a Bustler mare. This is one 
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ilowu to Hi.' i:u.i-i posterity. Ilk has Im/lh styled tt: 
" t'lhu'L- <>r Horses*" J h vwu 'In- sire of Ellipse, Shari 
['{Btentki, ULUii^t Kilt, Msu^uei ul< , l.-.-n.iiliuu, Salojftfti 
nud 1'injL.ir. slunk wfOIS £16,067 in ftifltltbfcSj &e, beatiii 
tkti be&tfi onwaof )j Udvy whether in point of speed or Ixiuen 
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King Herod was & bay hprst*, of about fifteen titmd 
thttc laches high 3 \w. was a stml of jfTcai subsuno 
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trical. He was bred by William Duke of Cumberland, 
and foaled in 1758. He was got by Tartar, the son of 
Croft's Partner, who was one of the finest racers, out of 
Meliora by Fox. Partner was got by Jig, son of the 
famous ByerleyTurk. Cypron, King Herod's dam, was 
got by Blaze, a son of Flying Childers, and son of Samp- 
son, Scrub, and others, out of Sir William St. Quintin's 
Selima, a black mare, and true runner, got by the Be- 
thell Arabian, and of the high lineage of Champion, the 
Darley Arabian, and Old Merlin. 

Herod was not brought on the turf till he was five 
years old. He never ran any where but at Newmarket, 
Ascot Heath, and York, and on all occasions over the 
course, or four miles; his forte being stoutness or bottom 
and with physical powers, which enabled him to carry 
weight. He started five times for thousand* guinea races, 
and gained three of them. This famous horse has been 
sire to some of our best racers ; and his numerous pro- 
geny have unitedly gained a very large sum of money. 
In nineteen years, from 1771 to 1789, four hundred and 
ninety-seven of his sons and daughters won, for their 
proprietors, in plates, matches, and sweepstakes, the 
sum of £201,505 9s. exclusive of some thousands won 
between 1774 and 1786. Herod was sire to the celebra- 
ted Highflyer, bred by Sir Charles Bunbury. His foals 
were free from restiveness, with one exception, which 
was Mr. Vernon's Prince. This horse was sometimes 
run at Newmarket, and other places, with a prickly 



D 2 



f 



■ 



km* Hn-I Lit*! it \i-*:. t%tt, on tine 1 '2 1 1 1 May, 



El I ItSV 

!■'"-' Wa* ilMoWftd tn In Hit JtoPfOtsl Inline thai em 

Itllt hi rWlftttili SltWC li" Ji I * i.ililu*. Vft&T WIfl> 

kiUi*% pl.Mi's, ,«tn| mlii'i |*rtf< n, IQ | ji.-.it iOttOUBt, 

liv « <^ fc' i" -i* y sj . I a i . - 1 1 . uud _ lhuhI ty lib cimicr. fop 

fltf-i) l'Hi-,l!"'.|.V-.ti|,M.| 1 I ■ I I t v ^uliii'.in tiH-ll. 

J", 1,|„, • V v :.is ■ -..1 \\y \l,M>k,.i i;iin |-i in, rlliongh Squirt, 

o| lUillrll H I.' hi'UU-i^. tt'll I'll S[mIm:;>, I <v Hi ;',ll US, Snh 

of llii 1 (ituloljitiut ItuHl mit of Miilln r U c*tfcJ n, l.y a STUJ 

i*f Sn,ih , inM i-ihiIni in V\ jUwuih»*« ^ijiiirn-t \ Wi Jam 
\t\ Q\ i Mo ■ ■ Lwdsui) u llamin^, out itf aibugb* 

EC) "t Jliiiriiuu, uIiiki- pftllgfjM Wfts Ki.1 pfPSglYVil, 
Kclijise m.i* linil In Ho.- Muk<; l»i ( 'ttiribtntafid, *»nul 
fu&lud ilatln^ 'In ^iin.1 i-Hipse nt' l7(M t ivlu*fic€ rbc 
iiiiiin- girwj him by the royal duku ■, sttht suluof whose 
stud lu> wai purchased, ;i id!i» frw wventy-ftte guinea*, 
|jy Mi, V\ iMinun, the sporting aliucp salesman ftl 



^ 



ANECDOTES OF THE RACE-HORSE. 



31 



SmithfieM, who had a good stud, and trained race- 
horses, at Mickleham, near Epsom. This person had 
a friend in the service of the duke, who gave him a hint 
of the superior points in the form of this horse, and he 
hastened to attend the sale ; but, before his arrival, he 
had been knocked down at seventy guineas. He, how- 
ever, instantly appealed to his watch, which he knew to 
be an exceedingly correct time-piece ; he found that the 
appointed hour of sale had not yet arrived by a few 
minutes, according to advertisement. He then firmly 
persisted that the sale had not been a lawful one, and 
that the lots knocked down should be again put up, 
which was accordingly done, and Eclipse was pur- 
chased by him for the sum of seventy-five guineas. 

For what reason, we have never been able to learn, 
this celebrated horse was never raced till he was five 
years of age, at which time he was entered at Epsom 
for the maiden plate of fifty pounds. 'At first trial, 
such were the expectations of the knowing ones, that 
four to one were betted in hit favour. At the second 
and winning heat of this race, all the five horses were 
close together at the three-mile-post, when some of the 
jockeys used their whips. At this time Eclipse was 
going at an easy gallop, when he took alarm at the 
crack of the whip, bounded off at his full speed ; and 
although Oakley, his rider, was a man of powerful arm, 
he was not to be restrained, and, in consequence, dis- 
tanced the whole of his competitors. 
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KdipM, when lie rvplied, "llyriic mass, niv bin!, it 
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Swill Iil hud rkarud "by ibis hnrae X^^tKK^ and 1ms 
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Kelipse seemed to combine* all the qualities which 
• hi i Pilule an excellent racer; bis stoutness, form, and 
zti:tii»u> were excellent ; be bad a vast at ride, and rer- 
lninly never horse threw bis haunches below bim with 
nunc vigour or eflut , and his bind legs were so spread 
in hh gallop, " thai a wheelbarrow might UxLVC been 
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driven between them ; " his agility was great, and his 
speed extraordinary, but we cannot estimate it justly, 
as no horse of his day could be compared to him. The 
only contemporary which was supposed at all equal to 
him was Mr. Shaftoe's famous horse Goldfinder. He 
was never beaten, and was to have been matched against 
Eclipse for the king's plates on the following year, but 
he broke down at Newmarket in the October meeting. 

Eclipse won eleven king's plates, in ten of which he 
carried twelve stone, and in the other ten. It'was cal- 
culated, that within the course of twenty-three years, 
three hundred and forty-four winners, the progeny of 
this animal, produced to their owners the enormous sum 
of £158,071 12s. sterling, exclusive of various prizes. 
The prevailing excellence of all this horse's progeny was 
great speed, and they took up their feet in the gallop with 
wonderful activity ; they were not generally famed for 
stoutness, but almost all of them were horses of fine 
temper, seldom or never betraying restiveness. 

The points of Eclipse to which I would particularly 
direct the attention of the breeder and sportsman are, 
the curve or setting-on of his head, the shortness of his 
fore-quarter, the slant, extent, and substance of his 
shoulders, the length of his waist, and breadth of his. 
loins ; the extent of his quarters, and the length and 
substance of his thighs and fore-arms. Although he 
was a powerful horse, he was nevertheless thick in the 
wind ; and in a sweat or hard exercise, he was heard to 
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£50 between Mr. Cooper and Mr. Brewer of Stamford, 
the latter gentleman's horse Labourer, ran twenty timet 
round the race ground (exactly a mile) at Preston, ii> 
fifty- four minutes. 



HAIRBREADTH ESCAPE. 
In the first week of December, 1825, a blood mare, 
fifteen hands one inch high, with the rider, who stood 
five feet three inches high, belonging to J. Wright, Esq. 
was frightened, and ran away, full spe&l, from the Sand- 
hills into Parliament Street, and, in the attempt to guid 
her towards the forest, a cart being in the way, the 
animal dashed into the passage of the Peach-Tree public 
house, the entrance door to which is six feet eight inche. 
high, and two feet eight inches wide, the passage is 
eighteen feet long, and three feet ten inches wide, and in 
it were three barrels, three feet high, and other brewing 
vessels, which the mare leaped over ; and across the 
centre of it, a beam eight feet from the floor ; and in 
front, twelve feet from the last door, is the wall of a court 
to the left, twenty feet long, so full of brewing utensils, 
&c. that the mare had just room to stand between them ; 
yet, strange to tell, the animal did not fall, or receive 
the slightest injury, or do the least damage of any kind. 
The rider sat till the mare stopped ; he was only very 
slightly grazed on the back of the head, and on one 
knee, which, all the circumstances considered, is one of 
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